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A 

BILL 

FOR 

Facilitating the proceedings of the Commissioners appointed 
to hold a Court of Inquiry respecting Riots and Distur- 
bances at Belfast. 

TIT HE BRAS a Commission has been issued by the Lords Justices 
■ » of Ireland, dated the twenty-fifth day of August one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-sis, whereby Major- General Sir Edward 
Gascoigne Bulwer, Frederick le Poer Trench, Esquire, Bichard 
5 Adams, Esquire, and Wallis MacHardy, Esquire, have been autho- 
rised and directed to hold a Court of Inquiry, and to inquire into 
the origin and circumstances of certain riots and disturbances that 
in the months of June, J uly, aiid August in this year have taken 
place in the town of Belfast, and the cause of their continuance, 
10 the existing local arrangements for the preservation of the peace 
of the town of Belfast, the magisterial jurisdiction exercised within 
it, and the amount and constitution and efficiency of the police 
force usually available there, and the proceedings and action taken 
by the magistrates, stipendiary and local, and other authorities, and 
15 the police force on the occasion of the said riots and disturbances, 
and whether these authorities and the existing police force are 
adequate to the future maintenance of order and tranquility within 
the town, and whether any and what steps ought to be taken in 
the local magisterial and police jurisdiction arrangements and 
20 establishment with a view to the better preservation of the public 
peace and the prevention or prompt suppression of riot and dis- 
order ; and whereas the powers for the effectual conducting of such 
inquiry cannot be conferred without the authority of Parliament : 
Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
25 with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : 

1. This Act may be cited as the Belfast Commission Act, 1886. 
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2 . The said Commission shall have all such powers, rights, and 
privileges as are vested in Her Majesty’s High Court of Justice in 
Ireland, or in any judge thereof, on the occasion of any action or 
suit in respect of the following matters : 

(1.) The enforcing the attendance of witnesses and examining 5 
them on oath, affirmation, or otherwise ; 

(2.) The compelling the production of documents ; 

(3.) The punishing persons guilty of contempt ; 
and a summons under the hand or hands of one or more of the said 
Commissioners may he substituted for and shall he equivalent to 10 
any form of process capable of being issued at law in any action or 
suit for , enforcing the attendance of witnesses or compelling the 
production of documents. 

Any warrant of committal to prison issued for the purpose of 
enforcing- the powers conferred by this section shall be under the 15 
hand or hands of one or more of the Commissioners, and shall 
specify the prison to which the offender is to be committed, and 
shall not authorise the imprisonment of any offender for a period 
exceeding three calendar months. 

3 . Every person who upon examination upon oath or affirmation 20 
in the said inquiry wilfully gives false evidence shall be liable to the 
penalties of perjury. 

4 . Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to abridge, lessen, 
or affect the powers of the said Commissioners under and by virtue 

of the said Commission of the Lords Justices. 25 
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